	Teach 4 Success

Strategies At a Glance



	Communicating Standards and Objectives

Suggested Strategies for Posting Objectives



	· Post the objective so all students can see it. It should be large enough for all to see.

· Post all the objectives for the day and move a marker to indicate which goal the students are on during each lesson.

· Write the objective up as you tell it to the students at the beginning of the lesson.

· Post the objective in the footer or header of the PowerPoint so it is displayed throughout the lesson.

· Post the objective in the daily “Letter to the Class.”

· Post objectives on folders or folded tag board in stations or centers.

· Post the objective on a small marker board in small groups.

· If you’re teaching from a cart, attach a marker board (customize the size by cutting white shower board) to fit the cart.

· Have a folding, portable billboard stationed in the field for use outside.

· Assign a student job of posting the objective.



	Suggested Verbs to Use in Objectives



	Hypothesize
	Write
	Explain to a Partner
	Take Notes
	Compose

	Categorize
	Outline
	Prioritize
	Rank or Rate
	Debate

	Measure
	Verbally State
	Act Out
	Graph
	Solve or Compute

	Diagram
	Draw
	Complete a Graphic Organizer
	Restate or Retell
	Summarize

	Calculate
	Predict
	Produce
	Design
	Revise

	** When writing instructional objectives, avoid these verbs in isolation:



	· Explain

· Understand

· Demonstrate

· Know
	· Learn

· Identify

· Use



	Suggested Ways to Refer to the Objective Throughout the Lesson

	· At a minimum tell the objective at the beginning of the lesson.

· Ideally refer to the objective, the goal, throughout the lesson.

· Try stating the objective to begin the lesson, at the transition to independent work, and at the end of the lesson as a summary.

· When redirecting an individual student to get on –task, say, “Remember your job is to __________(refer to the objective); not get to work.”




	Key Vocabulary

	Criteria for Selecting Key Vocabulary

From Anita Archer



	· Select words that are unknown.
· Select words that are critical to passage understanding.

· Select words that students are likely to encounter in the future and are generally useful. (Stahl, 1986). Focus on Tier Two words (Beck & McKeown, 2003) – words students will encounter in other subjects – such as dissect, analyze, outline, etc.

· Select words that might be difficult.

	Student Friendly Definition of a Word



	Go to any ESL dictionary and look up the word. Make sure all of the words in the definition are known to the students. Several ESL dictionaries are free on the internet including Longman Online at:

http://www.ldoceonline.com



	Quick Strategies for Teaching Key Vocabulary



	Frayer Model

· Definition in Own Words

· Essential Characteristics

· Facts or Characteristics

· Nonessential Characteristics

· Nonlinguistic or Visual Representation

· Examples Of What It Is

· Synonyms or Similar Concepts

· Non-examples Or What It Isn’t

· Antonyms or Different Concepts

· Use in a complete sentence.

Concept Map
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	Suggested Strategies for Verbal Scaffolding (using academic language in conversations)



	


	Suggested Strategies for Directing Students to use Academic Language in Spoken Responses or Conversations



	Regarding the academic language or key vocabulary, the teacher says to the student/s…

· Teacher gives a complete sentence using the academic language. “Everyone repeat after me ____________.”

· The sentence frame is simply told to students. “Tell your partner ____________ (the definition, an example, a summary of the concept) and begin your sentence with the word/s ______________.” (An academic word or phrase). 

· The sentence frame is posted on the board. “Turn and talk to your partner; begin with the sentence frame on the board.” On the board is a frame or stem for the academic lesson, for example, Bipolar means __________. (Bipolar is the academic language for this lesson.) 

· Generally, tell students to use the academic language. “While working in your groups or pairs, I’ll be walking around and I want to hear all of you using our vocabulary list we’ve been studying.”

· Tell an individual student to respond with complete academic language. “Give me the whole thing…I want to hear a complete sentence with that word.”




	Suggested Strategies for Verbal Scaffolding




	


	Suggested Strategies for Directing Students to use Academic Language in Spoken Responses or Conversations



	Regarding the academic language or key vocabulary, the teacher says to the student/s…

· Teacher gives a complete sentence using the academic language. “Everyone repeat after me ____________.”

· The sentence frame is simply told to students. “Tell your partner ____________ (the definition, an example, a summary of the concept) and begin your sentence with the word/s ______________.” (An academic word or phrase). 

· The sentence frame is posted on the board. “Turn and talk to your partner; begin with the sentence frame on the board.” On the board is a frame or stem for the academic lesson, for example, Bipolar means __________. (Bipolar is the academic language for this lesson.) 

· Generally, tell students to use the academic language. “While working in your groups or pairs, I’ll be walking around and I want to hear all of you using our vocabulary list we’ve been studying.”

· Tell an individual student to respond with complete academic language. “Give me the whole thing…I want to hear a complete sentence with that word.”




	Instructional Scaffolding


	Suggested Strategies for “I Do”  Teacher Models and Explains 

From The Skillful Teacher, Models of Teaching, T4S Module Instructional Scaffolding



	The Teacher Must Do…

· Teacher models by showing AND telling procedure or process.

· Visually present model or example with picture, graphic organizer, demonstration, or diagram.

· Ensure model is clear and aligned to the objective.

· Use student engagement: echo response, note taking, closed partner share during model.

· Have a few, clear steps and EXAGGERATE the steps.


	The Teacher May Do…

· Tell students what you are doing and thinking. Make internal dialogue external. Ask yourself questions. Verbally weigh alternatives and use criteria to choose. Model false starts and self-correcting. Model persistence. Verbally debrief what you did. This is Think Aloud or Narrating the Demonstration.

· Pause before key words. Emphasize the pronunciation of key words. This is Pause and Punch.

· Be concise; avoid digressive language. 

· Use consistent language.

· Move at a rapid or perky pace.



	Teacher Models and Explains is like how we teach our children at home; we show and tell, model, and break info into small steps.

It is like how a flight attendant shows and tells how to buckle an airplane seat belt.

It is like how the host of cooking program talks while demonstrating a technique how to cook.
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	Student Engagement

	Ideas to Engage All Students Simultaneously in Academic Learning

** Highlighted strategies may also be used as a formative assessment


	Speaking Engagement Strategies



	· Drill Partners Students drill each other on facts they need to recall until they are certain both partners know and can remember them all. This works effectively with vocabulary terms, sight recognition of words, shapes and symbols, grammar, and basic facts.


	· Turn to Your Neighbor And . . . Have students turn to their neighbor and see if he or she agrees with a statement written on the board or what another student said. Students must justify their answer with evidence.


	· Think-Pair-Share or Buddy Buzz Put students into pairs and determine who will be partner A and partner B. Tell the students the question or the topic you want them to discuss and state which partner goes first.



	· Whip Around Put students into smalls groups. Pose a question, problem or prompt. Each student is given the opportunity to respond quickly to the topic stated or question asked

	· Triad Activity Put students into groups of 3 and have them number off (1-2-3). Divide a given activity into three parts and assign each part of the task to a number. Set a time for the triad to complete the activity Example of Triad Read: 1 will read the text to the group as others highlight, 2 will read and facilitate a discussion on the first question and 3 will read and facilitate a discussion on the second question.
· 

	· Choral Response Students respond verbally as one voice.
· Echo Reading Students repeat what was read or stated.

	· Chant, Sing, Cheer Students repeat a short chant or song related to the learning goal.

	· Sentence Frame Students a read a sentence frame or stem from the board or handout and complete chorally or to a partner. Ex. Compare means _______.

	· Test Protocol Display a multiple-choice question. Give the students one minute to individually choose the best answer and the answer that is most incorrect. Students then pair and share their answers for one minute. After one minute, the teacher shares with the class the best answer and the answer that is most incorrect.

	· Alphabet Summary In pairs, each student is given a different letter of the alphabet and asked to think of one word or idea beginning with that letter that is connected to the topic just concluded.

	· Two or Three Person Jigsaw or Modified Jigsaw Each person reads a separate page or portion of a longer selection. Then he or she teaches the main points to the other members of the group. Each then quizzes the other members to make sure everyone knows all parts thoroughly.

	· Partner or Triad Reading One partner reads and the other partner listens. Usually each reads a sentence or a paragraph at a time to complete a passage. The listener has a job to highlight, underline, or point to the passage being read. Partners read and then ask questions of each other or share highlighted information at the end of the reading. This can be done with triads as well – one reads, one highlights, and one summarizes what was read at the end of the reading. Students can highlight on the text or on a transparency placed on top of the text.

	· Impress Reading The teacher and students read a passage aloud at the same times. The students are simultaneously hearing a good model and mimicking that model. This direct, guided practice helps with impression, pacing, and fluency.

	· Whisper Read Similar to Everyone Read To, students read aloud, but in a whisper. The teacher monitors the group or class to see and hear who is reading for themselves. This is an effective strategy for a small group.

	· You Decide Partners can read passage together in any way they decide as long as at least one person is reading aloud.

· Two Read, Then One Reads Partners read passage chorally. Then one partner rereads passage. 

	· Pairs Practice Test Before a test, in pairs or trios students quiz each other from earlier versions of the test.

	· Everyone Read To This format allows everyone to do initial reading individually and aloud, while the teacher provides support. The teacher gives students a purpose for reading and tells how much is to be read. After the section is read, the teacher follows up with questions about the section. Students discuss the questions in pairs or a small group. With this strategy everyone reads the text individually in whatever way is appropriate in order to find out specific information they will share with a partner or their group.

	· Break-in Read One group of students or the teacher starts reading orally. All other students follow along with a job: writing notes or words, tracking text, or other. The teacher interrupts in mid-sentence or mid–passage to switch who will read orally next. 

	· It’s All In How You Phrase It Teacher prepares phrases – prepositional phrases, dependent clauses, quotations, etc. -- students may have difficultly reading in a passage. Prior to reading, students orally practice the phrases prior to reading from flashcards, handouts, or chorally. 

	· Summing Up Organize students into groups of two or three and ask them to do one or all of the following:
· Describe what they have just heard about a topic
· Explain important points or distinctions to each other
· Compare responses to a hypothetical situation
· List the attributes of a condition or skill
· Make up rules for governing a situation
· Predict what will happen if
· Estimate the consequences of
· Identify patterns in


	· Readers’ Theater When reading a story or play, students are assigned different parts to read aloud. One student or pairs or triads read the individual parts or dialogue.

	· Numbered Heads Together Students are grouped by teams. Each team member numbers off, so that each member has a number. After working together, the teacher asks a question or presents a problem. The students must jointly agree on the correct answer. The teacher first calls out a number and then selects a team. The student with that number from the selected team must answer the question, and briefly explain why that answer is correct.



	· Playschool Groups or Literature Circles Used for rereading, students are divided into groups with mixed ability readers. One student acts as the teacher keeping group on track, asking questions, assigning reading, etc. Students then read for a purpose: acting out a story, completing graphic organizer, discussing story elements, etc.

	· Three Ring Circus Teacher assigns a variety of oral reading arrangements simultaneously. Some students read in pairs, individually, or triads, etc.

	· Pairs Check The teacher directs students to work in teams. One person in the pair works on task while the other serves as coach. Then they exchange roles for the second task. At this point, they ask another pair to check their work. If the second pair agrees with their responses, the first pair continues. If not, the pair tries to correct their work.



	Writing Engagement Strategies

	· You Decide Read Students can read passage together in any way they decide as long as everyone is writing in some way as they read.

	· Coding/VIP Students read text and at the end of each paragraph they respond to the text by recording one of the following: + I already knew this; ( this is new to me; or ? I have a question.

	· Inquiry Reading-Viewing-Listening. Students read silently for a purpose. The teachers give the students a question to answer or an answer they have to find support for from the text. This can be done with video viewing and listening to a CD or lecture as well.

	·   Peer Editing Students make brief edits on another student’s written response.

	· Sticky Note Read Partners are given sticky notes to mark things they want to remember. There are a limited number of notes and partners have to decide together what to mark as important, interesting, or confusing.

	· Quick Write or Draw Pose a question and have students write or draw an answer to the question in 1-2 minutes. After 1-2 minutes, students pair and read what they wrote or explain what they drew to each other. 

	· Window Notes Students fold a piece of paper into four parts and label them: 1 objective and key vocabulary words; 2 facts, details, and ideas; 3 questions; and 4 summary.  In area 1, students write lesson objective and one or two key vocabulary words. The teacher gives a synonym or short definition for each word that students record. In area 2, students record facts and details provided. In area 3 they write questions they may have. In area 4 students write a brief statement to summarize the learning. 

· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4


	· Note Taking I Students divide their paper into three parts. In area 1, students take notes. In area 2, students create a non-linguistic representation based on their notes in area 1. In area 3, students write one sentence with 10 words or less that summarizes the learning from sections 1 and 2.
· 1
· 2
· 3


	· Note Taking II Students divide paper into four parts. Area 1 is the only place where students can only doodle. In area 2, students write questions they have during lecturing or presentation. In area 3, students take notes during the lecture or presentation. Periodically the teacher stops the lecture or presentation and the students draw a line across areas 3 and 4. Students then write a summary in area 4 based on the notes they wrote in area 3. 
· 4
· 3
· 1
· 2


	

	·  Notes Share After writing responses or notes, student’s pair and share to fill in any missing information.

	· Stop-n-Jot Students are given a passage to read. At the end of the passage, students stop and jot down a question, comment, summary, key phrase, or other.

	· True-False Statements The teacher writes or tells true and false statements. If the statement is true, students write T and underlines what makes the statement true. If the statement is false, students write F and rewrite the statement to make it true.

	· Ticket to Leave Pose a question/s students write a response to before they exit the classroom. As students leave, the written responses are collected at the door.

	· Graphic Organizer Students fill in a graphic organizer as the teacher does or as the teacher lectures.

	· Advance Organizer. As the teacher lectures or leads an activity, students fill in a graphic organizer that has some information completed by the teacher in advance of lecture or activity.

	· Frayer Model Write the word in the middle circle. Area 1: Teacher provides definition of word and students write it. Area 2: Teacher provides synonyms or other words familiar to students that are similar to the word and students write it. Area 3: Teacher provides antonyms or other words familiar to the students and students write it. Area 4: Students do a quick draw or create a nonlinguistic representation of the word. Area 5: Students individually or collaboratively write the word in a meaningful sentence.
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5


	· 3-2-1 At the end of an explanation, lecture or class, pass tell students to write down three important terms or ideas to remember, two ideas or facts they would like to know more about, and one concept, process or skill they think they have mastered.

	· Pro-Con Grid Students divide their paper in half. On the left side, they write the pros and on the left side they write the cons on a given topic.

	· Think-Write-Share Think about what you have just heard or learned. Write down three statements about it. Now share your responses with your partner.

	· Written Correction The teacher writes an in correct statement, solution to a problem or a grammatically incorrect sentence. Students then rewrite the statement, solution or sentence correctly.

	· Jumbled Summary Teacher writes scrambled words in random order from an explanation or definition. Students work in pairs to unscramble the words and reorder them into a meaningful sentence. 

	·   Get the Gist Direct students to take the information and condense it into one complete thought or sentence with ten words or less.

	· K-W-L Pairs or Trios Before a video, lecture or reading, have students work in pairs or trios to write down what they already know about the subject, and what they want to know about the subject. Then show the video, deliver the lecture or engage the group in the reading. Next, have the small groups circle the known information what was covered, put asterisks next to questions that were answered, and add other things they learned as a result of the video, lecture or reading.

	· Roundtable Writing Students work in small teams. The teacher asks a question with many possible answers. Using one sheet of paper, students make a list, each person adding one item and then passing the paper to the person on their left.

	·   5-2-1 The teacher lectures, provides information, watches a video, listens to a CD for up to 5 minutes and the students take notes. After 5 minutes, the teacher directs students to write an answer to a question based on the information. The teacher directs students to share their answers with a neighbor or partner. At the end, the teacher shares the correct answer.

	· Sort the Items The teacher asks students to write ideas, concepts or statements in categories defined by the teacher. Ex: Which statements were based on fact? Which statements were based on inferences?

	· Folded Paper Students fold a piece of paper into two, three, four or six equal parts. Students label or write a question for each section and write as much information as they can for each section.

	·    Index Card Before a test, give each student an index card. Tell them to write as much information about the subject as they possibly can, because they may use that index card during the test.

	·   Whiteboards, Gel Pads, and Blank Paper Students write a response to a question posed by the teacher. After giving students time to create a response on the whiteboard or other material, the teacher has all students show their responses at the same time.

	· Stop N Jot Students read a few lines or a paragraph. Students stop and jot something at the end of each determined section – a short summary, a question, a key word, an insight, a personal connection. Reading and jotting continues to end of passage, lecture, video viewing, CD listening, or other.

	·   Note to a Friend or Mom At the end of an explanation or demonstration, pass out a sheet of paper and ask each student to write a note to a friend or mom explaining the process, rule or concept they have just learned.

	· Send A Problem Each student on a team makes up a question or reviews a problem and writes it down. The author of each problem or question asks the question to the team members. If they do not have consensus of the answer, the group works on the problem or rewords it until everyone can explain or agree. Next, the team passes their stack of questions or problems to another team for review.

	· Synonym--Antonym The teacher has students write a synonym (word or phrase) for a concept or vocabulary word. Then students write an antonym for the concept or vocabulary word.

	·   Write it Up In groups of two or three have students discuss and write an answer to one or all of the following:
· Describe what they have just heard about a topic
· List the attributes of a condition or skill
· Make up rules for governing a situation
· Predict what will happen if

	· Double Entry Journal Students divide a journal page in half. On the left side, they write notes from a given topic or lecture and on the right they illustrate the topic or more notes from reading on the topic after the lecture.

	· Jumbled Summary or Word Splash The teacher displays key words or phrases from an explanation or introduction in a random order. Following the presentation, the teacher asks pairs to unscramble the terms and write them in correct sequence.


	Signaling Engagement Strategies

	· Colored Sticks or Crayons Colored sticks are used to represent an answer. Ex: the red stick is answer “A” or “Yes.” Students use the sticks to provide responses.

	· Response Wheels Students have a wheel with different sections having different colors. The teacher identifies what the color represents such as blue for “true,” yellow for “false,” etc. Students use the wheel to provide appropriate responses.
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· Response Cards Cards are color coded and the teacher identifies the color it represents. Students use the cards to provide responses.

	· Fingers Teacher identifies what one, two, three, four or five fingers represent. Students use fingers to provide responses.

	· Ring of Cards Put playing cards on a ring. The teacher identifies what each card represents and students use the ring of cards to provide responses.

	· Alphabet-Numbers Put die cut numbers or letter on a ring. The teacher identifies what each number or letter represents and students use the actual letters or numbers to provide responses.

	· Picture Cards Give students sets of actual pictures or symbols and identify what each represents. Students use pictures or symbols to provide responses

	· Total Physical Response Teacher teaches which body gestures represent what concept or skill. Students signal responses by showing the appropriate body gestures.

	· Whiteboards, Gel Pads, and Blank Paper Students write a response to a question posed by the teacher. After giving students time to create a response on the whiteboard or other material, the teacher has all students show their responses at the same time.

	Performing

	· Sky Writing With the teacher, the students write a response in the air.

	· Palm Writing Students write a response to a question with their index finger in the palm of their other hand.

	· Point to It The teacher directs students to point or put their finger on something in the text.

	· Finger Follow As text is being read out loud, students are directed to follow the text with their finger.

	· Total Physical Response Teacher teaches which body gestures represent what concept or skill. Students signal responses by showing the appropriate body gestures.

	· Inside-Outside Circles Organize students into groups of six, with three persons standing with their backs touching and facing out, and three persons forming a circle around them, facing inward toward the person in the center. The teacher directs each pair to exchange information related to previously taught material. Then the teacher asks the persons in the center to rotate, facing a new partner, and chooses a different topic for exchange.

	· Twist and Turn Summary Students stand in a circle. Pairs face each other and take turns summarizing the learning. Then, students twist around and face the person behind them. This time, students summarize what the first person they talked to said.

	· Role Play In pairs or small groups, students act out what is being read or studied.

	· Act Out Students stand and use their entire bodies to represent numbers on a number line or graph, a math operation, or a scientific concept.

	· Demonstrate Skill Students perform a dance or physical action to demonstrate a skill.

	· Play an Instrument 

	· Four Corners The teacher states a situation or dilemma, then asks students to go to one of the four corners of the room which are marked Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, or Strongly Disagree. There the students exchange their opinions or reasoning, and summarize their reasoning for the rest of the class.

	· Standing Continuum The teacher indicates a line on the floor. One is end is strong agree and one end is disagree. Students go and stand on the line to reveal their position on the topic. Students defend their positions to partners.

	· Take a Stand The teacher indicates a line on the floor. Students stand facing the one end in a line behind one another. The teacher asks true and false statements. Students stand to one side of the line or the other to indicate their response.

	· Sentence Sort 10 Students are given ten sentences from the text they are about read. They read and put the sentences in order making predictions about the text. The text is read and then students rearrange sentences to match the story.

	· Give One, Get One Students have a number of questions or prompts to solve. Students individually record responses. Students then move around the room and give one answer to each student they encounter and take one answer from that student.

	Unobservable or Covert Strategies



	· Listen and be ready to respond

	· Craft an answer to this question in your mind



	· Organize your thoughts and be ready to share your ideas



	· Remember the steps in solving this problem

	· Look over here and…



	· Visualize or picture the answer to this question

	· Imagine

	· Think to yourself, what if…..



	· Review to yourself….

	· Think how would you solve or answer this question

	· Secret Question Students are given a question in a sealed envelope before the lesson or lecture. They are told they have to answer the question at the end of the lesson. After the lesson, students open the envelopes and respond to the questions related to the lesson.

	Suggested Strategies for Making Student Engagement Mandatory



	The Big 3

1. Walk About the room as you teach. Use physical proximity to keep students engaged. Beware of being tethered to the overhead, lectern, or document camera. Teach from your roller skates.

2. Talk About what to do. Tell students to get on task. Tell student to repeat until you hear everyone. Tell students by name to do what you are asking. Tell students you expect them to participate. Tell students when they have done what you have asked.

3. Look About the room. Overlap keeping an eye on which students are not participating while you give directions. Look at students when you give them a choral response or reading to see the mouths moving. As needed give students the look that means “business,” “get with it,” “I’m serious.”



	And  More…

4. Use Wait Time. Wait a few more seconds for reluctant learners to respond. And/or warn them they need to prepare as they will be called on next.

5. Offer Choices. If unable to respond to an open-ended question, offer two choices for them to decide on.

6. Positive Non-verbal. Nod, smile, or gesture positively.

7. Signal. Use whiteboard or signal cards to allow students to respond.

8. Work in Pairs. Allow students to work in pairs before they have to produce verbally or in writing alone.

9. Cruise by Small Groups and encourage reluctant learner to share with the group or partner.

10. Personal chat. Build relationship with the student with a 30 second personal check in before or after class. This is to help build rapport with the student. Or, simply tell the student your very clear expectation; “When I call on you in Spanish class today, I expect you to speak.” Be clear, polite, and mandatory.



	Suggested Alternatives to Calling on One Student at A Time…



	· Roam and tell correct student responses. Jot them down if you need and state them to the entire group orally.

· Roam and collect an accurate model from a student – from their paper or whiteboard -- and show it on the document cam to the whole group. Or, have a student with the accurate model write it on the board while other students finish up their work. Then, highlight the model to the whole group.

· Collect quick writes and read responses later or as students work on seatwork.

· 
	· Roam and check responses and do not share them. Simply say (if responses are correct), “I saw everyone is on the right track.” Then continue with the lesson.

· Roam and say the correct response to the class. Do this when you found no one writing or saying the correct response.

· Roam and write down correct student responses on a blank overhead or paper and show them to the entire group. You might include the students’ names along with the examples.



	TIPS: 

· If you must call on one student to respond, always use a group alert. Give all the other students a task to complete as they listen. “Listen to Maureen’s answer. As she talks, jot down what she ways…write down any key vocabulary you hear her use…compare your answer to hers. If you have the same answer, underline or highlight or put a star beside it. If you have a different answer, write down what she says.” At a minimum, give students a covert engagement strategy; at best, give them an overt engagement strategy to complete while listening.

	· If you forget the Group Alert, as soon as the student gives a correct, oral response say, “Now, write down that answer in your notes. If you already had it, underline or highlight it.” Or, “Two students just gave their responses, turn and tell your neighbor what they said in your own words.”



	Suggested Strategies for Using Whiteboards



	· Teach a routine to write on and expose whiteboards.

· Teach from the whiteboard as the students use theirs. This helps you with pacing.

· Small, black Expo markers last the longest. Crayola makes a crayon for marker boards.

· Allow a small space for doodling.

· Cut larger boards into thirds for K-1 students to use.

· Drill three holes into the side of the board to insert it into a three ring binder.

· Allow a small space for doodling.

· Use tissues, old baby-socks, or shared-eraser for erasing.

· Stack the boards in center of table groups with one pencil case holding the markers and one or two erasers.

· Alternative whiteboards include gel pads, slates, page protectors, white plastic plates, laminated sentence strips, and blank white paper.

	Suggested Alternatives to Round Robin or Popcorn Reading

(One student reading at a time)



	· Echo Reading. The teacher reads first, then students echo matching the fluency and emphasis. Usually one sentence is read at a time. 



	· Choral Reading. The whole class or group reads a portion of the text together. This approach gives less able readers a chance to imitate and practice appropriate oral reading.



	· Impress Reading. The teacher and students read a passage aloud at the same times. The students are simultaneously hearing a good model and mimicking that model. This direct, guided practice helps with impression, pacing, and fluency.



	· Everyone Read To. This format allows everyone to do initial reading individually and aloud, while the teacher provides support. The teacher gives students a purpose for reading and tells how much is to be read. After the section is read, the teacher follows up with questions about the section. Students discuss the questions in pairs or a small group. With this strategy everyone reads the text individually in whatever way is appropriate in order to find out specific information they will share with a partner or their group.



	· Whisper Read. Similar to Everyone Read To, students read aloud, but in a whisper. The teacher monitors the group or class to see and hear who is reading for themselves. This is an effective strategy for a small group.



	· Paired or Partner Read. One partner reads and the other partner listens. Usually each reads a sentence or a paragraph at a time to complete a passage. The listener has a job to highlight, underline, or point to the passage being read. Partners read and then ask questions of each other or share highlighted information at the end of the reading. This can be done with triads as well – one reads, one highlights, and one summarizes what was read at the end of the reading. Students can highlight on the text or on a transparency placed on top of the text.



	· Sticky Note. Partners are given sticky notes to mark things they want to remember. There are a limited number of notes and partners have to decide together what to mark as important, interesting, or confusing.



	· Two Read, Then One Reads. Partners read passage chorally. Then one partner rereads passage

	· Stop-n-Jot. Students are given a passage to read. At the end of the passage, students stop and jot down a question, comment, summary, key phrase, or other.



	· You Decide. Partners can read passage together in any way they decide.



	· Inquiry Reading. Students read silently for a purpose. The teachers give the students a question to answer or an answer they have to find support for from the text. 



	· Break-in Read. One group of students or the teacher starts reading orally. All other students follow along with a job: writing notes or words, tracking text, or other. The teachers interrupts in mid-sentence or mid–passage to switch who will read orally next. 



	· It’s All In How You Phrase It. Teacher prepares phrases – prepositional phrases, dependent clauses, quotations, etc. -- students may have difficultly reading in a passage. Prior to reading, students practice the phrases prior to reading from flashcards, handouts, or chorally. 



	· Readers’ Theater. When reading a story or play, students are assigned different parts to read aloud. One student or pairs or triads read the individual parts or dialogue.



	· Playschool Groups or Literature Circles. Used for rereading, students are divided into groups with mixed ability readers. One student acts as the teacher keeping group on track, asking questions, assigning reading, etc. Students then read for a purpose: acting out a story, completing graphic organizer, discussing story elements, etc.



	· Three Ring Circus. Teacher assigns a variety of reading arrangements. Some students read in partners, some individually, some in triads, etc.



	Suggested Strategies for Quick Formative Assessment



	· Fingers. One finger means A, two means B, etc. Thumbs up, thumbs down. 



	· Colored cards. One color means yes, another means no, etc

	· Two different colored Post It notes stuck back to back.



	· Colored sticks.



	· Playing cards. Teacher decides what the suits, numbers, face cards mean.



	· Whiteboards, mini chalk boards, gel pads, etc.



	· Write on plain paper.



	· Complete a worksheet or problems from the text while teacher quickly roams and checks first couple of responses.



	· Response wheels or cards.



	TIPS: 

· Color coding the response signals makes it quicker for teacher to actually see and check responses.

· Use a seating chart to tally incorrect responses during formative assessment questions. These students can then be pulled for small group instruction.
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